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Introduction 

Statistics  show  that  over  90%  of  conf ronta  the 
use  of  a  hand  gun  by  law  enforcement  officers  occur  within  a  dis- 
tance  of  7  yards.     Further,    that  they  often  invol  v.c  moving  targets 
and  subjects  firing  from  cover.     While  he  may  have  been  indoctrin- 
ated into  the  belief  that  a  revolver  must  be  cocked  and  fired  single 
action  for  accuracy,   in  most   instances  the  officer  under  attack  does 
not  have  the  luxury  of  time  necessary  for  this  deliberate  type  of 
shooting.     Experience  shows  that  under  the  stress  of  the  situation 
he  will  react  instinctively  and  fire  double  action.     Firing  double 
action  is  not  only  faster,    it  does  not  require  the  grip  adjustment 
necessary  during  the  cocking  of  the  trigger  and,  with  training  and 
practice,   becomes  a  very  accurate  method  of  shooting. 


Remember  that  this  type  of 
You  are  in  peril  and  must  react, 
speed 


shootinc  is  not  meant  to  be  a  sport 


is  o: 


If  the  confrontation  is  immediate 
the  essence.  If  at  a  greater  distance  and  cover  is  av- 
ailable, take  it.  Cover  affords  the  officer  protection,  an  opportu 
ity  to  evaluate  the  situation  without  exposing  himself  to  injury 
with  the  advent  of  the  hand-held  radio,  the  opportunity 
back-up.     Cover  is  almost  always  available:     outdoors  - 


and, 
to  summon  a 
an  automobile, 


a  doorway , 
overturned 


the  corner 
table . 


of  a  building;    indoors  -  walls,   a  counter  or  an 


If  cover  is  not  available,   you  should  try  to  make  yourself  a 
smaller  target  by  taking  the  crouch,   kneeling  or  prone  position  as 
the  circumstances  dictate.     Whatever  the  situation,   shoot  from  a 
supported  position  wherever  possible . 


Shooting  Fundamentals 

The  Draw 

A  very  important  part  of  combat  shooting  is  the  draw.     Drag  the 
weapon  from  the  holster  rather  than  lift  it.     TJke  holster  is  worn 
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high   in  most  cases,   and   lifting     the  handgun  up  and  cut  is  not  pr.: 
Dragging  the  weapon  provides  the  natural   result  of  getting  the  re  vole- 
pointed  at  the  target  as  directly  as  possible.     As  the  weapon  clears 
the  holster,    it  is  pushed  forward  and  toward  the  center  of  your  body. 
This  aligns  your  point  of  aim  with  your  vision.     Your  trigger  finger 
is  kept  outside  of  the  trigger  guard  until   the  weapon  is  pointed  at 
the  target. 

The  dragging  and  pointing  process  begins  very  slowly  but  with 
practice,  it  will  become  faster.  Speed  will  develop  once  you  have 
learned  the  correct  fundamentals  and  have  practiced  them  repeatedly. 


The  Grip 


The  grip  is  taken  i  n 
time  consuming  adjustments 
firefight.     It  should  lock 
as  possible.     Hold  it  firm 
the  thumb  and  forefinger  c 
thumb  pointed  down  and  the 
siderable  pressure  th roug h 
be  put  on  the  gun  butt  with 
finger  is  inserted  through 
trigger  is  exerted  by  that 
second  joint. 


the  holster  to  preclude  the  necessity  of 
in  the  face  of  an  actual  or  potential 
the  revolver  into  the  hand  as  tightly 
ly  with  the  top  of  the  webbing  between 
lose  to  the  top  of  the  backstrap,  the 
last  3  fingers  of  the  hand  exerting  con- 
the  center  of  the  grip.     No  pressure  should 
the  ends  of  these  3  fingers.     The  trigger 
the  trigger  guard  and  pressure  on  the 
part  of  the  finger  between  the  first  and 


In  two  handed  shooting  the  weak  hand  is  placed  under  the  trigger 
guard  with  the  thumb  over  the  thumb  and  backstrap,  and  the  fingers 
of  the  shooting  hand.     The  grip  with  weak  hand  should  also  be  firm 
as  an  aid  to  recoil  control. 


Sights 

Sighting  is  not  necessary  until  the  range  widens  tc  beyond  15 
yards.     Within  that  distance  we  ensure  that  the  gun  barrel   is  pointed 
correctly  and  in  the  right  ;lace  by  looking  over  it  into  the  biggest 
part  of  the  target.     Beyond  15  yards  the  sights  should  be  used. 


There  are  two  stcps  in  s i ght i ng- s i ght  alignment  and  sight  pic- 
ture.    Sight  alignm?rt  refer'  to  bringing  the  front  and  rear  sights 
into  the  line  without  the  target.     That  is,  your  eye,  rear  sights 
and  front  sight  arc  a1!   ir       straight  line.     To  do  this  spacing  must 


be  equal  on 


de 


r o n t  Sight  in  the  notch.  The  top  of 
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the  front  sight  shoula  be  even  with  the  top  of  the  re3r  sight. 

The  sight  picture  includes  the  aligned  front  a  no  rear  sights 
and  the  target.     Here  the  vertical  center  of   :he  target   is  in  line 
with  the  vertical  center  of  the  front  sight. 

Focus  your  attention  on  >our  front  sight.  The  targ?t  will  appear 
blurred  in  the  backgrou;.d. 


•  •  .r 


Remember      '"'  juiu    LjZ  TIT  constructed  so  that  you  are  able 
to  focus  it  on  only  one  thing  at  a  time.     The  point  of  focus  must 
be  th  •  sights.     The  target  is  no  more  than  a  frame  for  your  sight 
picture.     If  your  target  is  sharp  and  clear,  your  eye  is  not  focus- 
ed properly  and  the  result  will  be  a  spraying  of  shots  over  the 
target  area. 

Another  truth  which  must  be  accepted  is  that  everyone  has  a 
tremor  or  wobble  and  the  sights  will   drift  from  the  primary  aiming 
point.     This  causes  an  involuntary  tendency  to  "make  the  gun  go 
off"  when  the  sights  drift  back  to  that  point  again.     In  actuality 
this   is  a  trigger  jerk  and  shots  will  go  low  or  low  and  to  the 
left  for  right  handed  shooters  and  low  and  low  and  to  the  right 
for  left  handed  shooters.     To  combat  this  tendency  consider  that 
a  pointed  handgun  has  a  natural  tendency  to  drift  to  the  center  of 
a  target  just  as  a  pointed  finger  does.     Continue  the  steady  trig- 
ger stroke  and  be  surprised  when  the  gun  goes  off.     A  novice  should 
realize  that  he  cannot  hold  a  gun  steady;  but  he  will  be  steady 
enough  to  hold  the  shot  within  a   10-12  inch  circle  at  25  yards. 
This  would  place  his  shots  well  within  the  vital  area  of  the  target. 


Trigger  Control 

Trigger  stroke  or  squeeze  is  a  smooth,  straight-back  pressure 
on  the  trigger.     The  trigger  finger  is  run  well  through  the  trigger 
guard  and  usually  cuts-across  the  trigger  at  the  joint  between  the 
end  and  middle  section  of  the  finger.     It  is  important  that  the 
pressure  be  directly  to  the  rear  to  avoid  pulling  the  weapon  to 
one  side  or  the  other  when  firing.     Pressure  by  the  other  fingers 
on  the  pistol  grip  remains  constant  and  the  only  moving  part  of 
the  gun  hand  should  be  the  trigger  finger. 
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Kneeling 


Th 1 s  position  norma  1  ly 
when  cover  is  not  available 
self  a  smaller  target  while 


is  taken  at  intermediate  distances 
and  the  shooter  desires  to  make  him- 
shooting  from  a  steady  position. 


The  draw  is  made  while  going  down  on  the  strong  knee  with 
the  weak  foot     pointed  to  the  target.     The  shooter  may  kneel  up- 
right or  sit  back  on  his  weak  foot  with  his  gun  arm  supported  on 
his  forward  knee. 
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Prone 

This  position  is  taken  at  long  distances  where  cover  is  not 
available  and  a  steady  firing  position  with  minimal  target  area 
exposure  is  desired.     Its  drawbacks  are  the  time  necessary  to  get 
into  it  and  the  lack  of  mobility  once  assumed. 

In  this  position  the  body  is  extended  on  the  ground,  feet  toget- 
her and  head  to  the  target.     The  gun  is  supported  by  both  hands  with 
arms  extended.     In  assuming  it,   the  shooter  drops  to  his  knees,  the 
gun  is  drawn  while  in  a  kneeling  position.     The  free  hand  is  extended 
to  support  the  shooter  as  he  continues  to  the  ground. 


PRONE  POSITION 
(And  Alternative  Hand  Positions) 


INTERMEDIATE 
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EYE  LEVEL 


This  position  is  used  from  ten  yards  and  out  where  cover  is 
not  available  and  speed  is  essential.     The  draw  grip  and  stance 
are  not  changed  from  the  crouch  position  with  the  single  exception 
that  the  gun  is  brought  to  eye  level.     Up  to  15  yards  the  shots  are 
"looked  in".     Beyond  this  distance  sights  should  be  used. 


Front    view    of  point-shoulder-shooting 
position. 
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POLICE  SHOOTING  POSITIONS 


